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possible to lower the age at which girls enter school, so that
many more than at present may have time to complete a
worthwhile course of education before they marry.
Such measures, however, do not reach to the root of the
problem. School education is a long-term investment, and
even if it were possible to make it universal and compul-
sory as it is in Britain, it could not by itself make the full
contribution that education must bring to African develop-
ment. Many of the social and economic problems, which it
is urgent that the people should understand, cannot effec-
tively be taught at school to immature minds which have
no experience of adult life. Moreover, even that part of
modern knowledge which can be taught at school can,
while it is restricted to the young, have little immediate
practical effect among the mass of the people. Public
opinion in tropical Africa is influenced by children prob-
ably even less than in more advanced countries, and if
education is to have at once its full potential effect it has
to reach the many adult Africans who have never been to
school, whose minds are still largely bounded by the nar-
row limits of tribal education, and who, by reason of
their illiteracy, have little chance of understanding those
influences from the outside world which are now so greatly
affecting their lives.